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Project Numbers           Evaluation Times & Places 
673 – Edible Landscapes     August 4 - morning - Youth Exhibit Building 
691 –Grow Your Own Vegetables         August 4 - morning - Youth Exhibit Building 
692 - Growing with the Seasons    August 4 - morning - Youth Exhibit Building 
 

Key Leader - Karen Kautz        
Questions?  Call 419-271-4714  
Extension Educator Responsible - Angela Holmes          

 
General Exhibit Requirements 

Fair Entry Deadline – Entries via FairEntry Online System due by July 14th at 11:59 p.m. 
 

Project check-in: Projects should be brought to the fairgrounds for check-in from 8:45am until 9:15am on 
Monday, August 4, 2025. Judging will begin around 9:30am. 
 
Project check-out:  

Sunday, August 10, 2025, 9am-NOON.  Please plan to help tear down project building at 12 noon. 

Projects will be at the Extension Office Monday, August 11 until September 15, 2025.  
 

 

1. Completed project books and Member Project Guides are required at all judgings.  If book and/or 
guidelines are not complete or not present, the letter grade will be lowered, and the member is not 
eligible to place. 

 

2. Appropriate attire for judging is required.  Appearance should be neat, clean, and respectful.  No 
shorts, tank tops, tube tops, halter tops, midriff tops, or low-rise jeans should be worn for judging or 
for the small project auction. 

 
3. All projects displayed at the fair must be identified with name, age, and project.  Display must be for 

the current year's project. 
 

4. Junior division includes ages 13 and younger.  Senior division includes ages 14 and older as of January 
1 of that judging year.  If numbers in a project warrant it, the junior class will be split to include a 
Beginner class. 

 
Denotes Small Project Auction Eligibility for first place winners.  4-H'er must make the sale item and it must 
relate to the project.  Read Small Project Auction Rules.  Sign up by going to the Sale Office by 4:30pm on the 
day you are judged. 
 

Sale checks will be mailed.  All checks must be cashed by November 25th of the current year or funds are 
forfeited.  This includes issued checks and checks held for not meeting requirements, i.e. Thank you 
notes or poultry cards not submitted.  No exceptions allowed.  

 

Specific judging times for each project will 
be posted on our website in July.  
go.osu.edu/eriejudging 

http://erie.osu.edu/
https://erie.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/judging-schedules


VEGETABLES 

 
ENTRY RULES 
 
1.  Since quality is the chief and most important standard for judging, all exhibits should be uniform in size, 

shape, color, and true to cultivar type.  All vegetables should be free of dirt, disease, and physical damage 
or sunburn. 

2. Preparing vegetables for judging: 
  a. Root crops - (beets, carrots, onions, etc.) Have 1/2" tops, brush off dirt with soft 
      brush. 
      DO NOT SCRUB. 
  b. Vine and Bush crops (cucumbers, peppers, pumpkins, and squash, etc.) 
      Leave 1/2" vine or stem. 
  c. Cabbage - Leave four wrapper leaves (loose leaves) 
  d. Potatoes - remove dirt with a soft brush. DO NOT SCRUB. 
  e. Sweet Corn - Remove the husk. 
3. All vegetables will be displayed according to the project and the number per plate as designated on the 

following page.  Not enough or too many vegetables will result in the project grade being lowered a letter 
grade. 

            Plates and display trays will be provided. 
 
 
673 – Edible Landscapes  

1.  Interview judging will be held on the date located on the first page of this sheet. 
2.  Bring completed project book to judging.  Follow the project guidelines on page 3 for completing the 
book.  Be sure to record your progress on pages 3-6 and complete all nine activities and all the Talking It 
Over questions through-out the book.  

 3.  Exhibit  
 
691 Grow Your Own Vegetables 
 1.  Interview judging will be held on the date located on the first page of this sheet. 

2.  Bring completed project book to judging.  Follow the project guidelines on page 3 for completing the 
book.  Be sure to record your progress in pages 4-7 of your book.  In addition, complete the exercises 
through-out the book.    

 3.  Exhibit 3 plates of vegetables, different varieties. 
 4.  Attach 8 1/2" by 11" paper in project book, with labeled seed collection. 
 5.  Novelty items as described in book will NOT be displayed nor judged. 
 6.  Exhibitors may be asked to identify seeds in a display at judging. 
 
692 Growing with the Seasons – (completing 691 Grow Your Own Vegetables first is highly recommended) 
 1.  Interview judging will be held on the date located on the first page of this sheet. 

2.  Bring completed project book to judging.  Follow the project guidelines on page 3 for completing the 
book.  Be sure to record your progress on pages 3-7 of your book.  In addition, complete the exercises 
through-out the book.  

 3.  Exhibit 5 plates of vegetables, different varieties. 
 4.  Be prepared to identify seeds in a display at judging.   
 

*Junior Fair projects may not be sold on the fairgrounds except through the fair project auctions.  
 For sale signs may not be posted on projects. 
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                 OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

 
2025 GARDENING and PLANT SCIENCE FACT SHEET CONTINUED 

 
Vegetables    Number Per Plate 
Beans     10 pods 
Broccoli    1 head 
Brussel Sprouts   10 brussel sprouts 
Cabbage    1 head 
Carrots     5 carrots 
Cucumbers, pickles   5 pickles 
Cucumbers, slicing   5 cucumbers 
Eggplant    1 eggplant (fruit) 
Grapes     22" x 28" poster on topic of choice  
Kohlrabi    1 with leaves 
Lettuce    1 head or 10 leaves 
Melons    1 melon 
Onions     5 onions 
Peas     10 pods 

 Peppers    5 peppers 
 Popcorn    3 stalks, roots bundled 
 Potatoes    5 potatoes 
 Pumpkin    1 pumpkin 
 Red Beets    5 beets 
 Strawberries and Raspberries  3 live plants in a box and a 22" x 28" poster     
 Squash     1 squash 
 Sunflowers    3 stalks, roots bundled 
 Sweet Corn    5 ears 
 Tomatoes    5 tomatoes (leave stem on) if ripe tomatoes 
       are not available, exhibit green ones 
 Salad Tomatoes   15 tomatoes (leave stem on) if ripe tomatoes 
       are not available, exhibit green ones 
 Zucchini    5 pickle-size or 1 large size 

 


