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Christmas is 10 weeks away.  One of the staples of the season is the glorious, tall, stately 
amaryllis, and it’s not too soon to start thinking about growing at least one to use as a focal 
point in a holiday display.  For many it is a special holiday tradition. 

While many people offer up the amaryllis as an all-time favorite holiday gift, in truth, if started 
from a bare bulb the plant can take from six to ten weeks to produce flowers. 

Native to Central and South America, amaryllis are hybrids of the Hippeastrum genus.  Grown 
commercially in Holland, Brazil, South Africa and Israel, it was first discovered in 1828 growing 
in the Andes Mountains of Chile and Peru.  Amaryllis was named after a shepherdess in Greek 
mythology.   

Amaryllis are tender perennial herbaceous bulbs that have basal, strap-shaped leaves with 
stout, hollow stems that grow two to three feet tall.  Each stem produces at least two flowers 
that can last up to two weeks.  The flowers are star shaped, have either single or double petals, 
and are available in red, crimson, scarlet, pink, lavender, white, salmon, yellow, and bi-colors. 

Frequently sold in bloom or in kits, amaryllis can also be purchased as bare bulbs.  The bulbs 
should be firm and dry with no signs of mold, decay or injury.  Make sure those that have 
started to sprout have no visible damage or spots.  The leaves should be bright green.   

Amaryllis are relatively easy to grow.  The plant grows best when it is slightly pot bound.  Set 
the bulb (pointy side up) in a pot.  The bulb should rest on potting soil.  It should sit above the 
rim of the pot, and the top third of the bulb should be above the soil line.  Firm the soil around 
the bulb, set the pot in the sink and water until the soil is thoroughly moist.   

After planting, the bulb should be placed in a window that gets bright morning sun.  Rotate the 
plant as the leaves appear so the stalk grows straight.  Water the plant when the top two inches 
of soil feels dry (for some it is easier to water the plant by placing it in a dish to allow watering 
from the bottom up).  Lightly fertilize the plant when watering using a standard houseplant 
fertilizer at half the recommended amount. 

Within six to eight weeks the flowers should begin to unfurl.  Keep careful watch on the plant.  
If the stalk becomes top heavy, carefully stake the stalk without damaging the bulb.  Remove 
spent blossoms or they will turn to seed, in the process sapping energy from the bulb. 



At the end of the blooming cycle, many people discard the plant, but this is not necessary. 
When the blooming is finished cut the flower stalk close to the top of the bulb.  Continue 
watering and fertilizing the plant to rejuvenate the bulb. 

During the spring and summer weather, following the same procedures for indoor growing, 
take the plant outdoors.  Eventually the amaryllis will once again flower.  Once the 
temperatures drop, take the plant indoors again, placing it a location that allows up to two 
months of dormancy.   

Amaryllis, while considered tender perennials, are sturdy plants.  The plants can re-bloom year 
after year.  With proper care some people have reported amaryllis lasting up to 75 years.  The 
plant is something special for the holidays that can be treasured by the next generation. 

 


